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people worship stones called iDeva' ( Sanskrit word for god ).1
The Sasaks of Lombok, too, professed Hinduism before their
conversion to Islam.2

As regards the more distant regions, we have distinct
testimony of European writers who had unique opportunities
of making local investigations. Thus Crawfurd observes as
follows in respect of the Philippine islands: "The religion
of the Philippine islands was a very rude and very superficial
Hinduism, engrafted on many local superstitions, and was
evidently derived directly from the Malayan nations."
Crawfurd also refers to a number of Sanskrit words in the
most cultivated languages of the Philippines.3

About Halmaheira or Jailolo in the Ternate group of islands,
Horst remarks after referring to their three principal gods :
"The Hindu origin of this somewhat debased form of Trimurti
is too evident to require any detailed discussion."* The
same author has also attempted to prove in a long dissertation
that the religious ceremonies in the temples of New Guinea
are reminiscences of the worship of Siva.5

We may thus legitimately conclude that Hindu religion and
culture spread to the furthest limits of Malayasia and perhaps
even beyond.

In conclusion, we may refer to some of the religious
practices and beliefs in Malayasia as recorded by the Chinese
writers.

Chau Ju-kua relates that each succeeding king of San-
fotsi, before ascending the throne, casts a golden image of
Buddha to represent his person, and makes offerings of golden
vessels to him. The same writer adds that when any one in
that kingdom is dangerously ill he distributes his weight in
silver among the poor of the land, as this is held to be a means
of delaying death.8 The History of the Sung Dynasty also
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